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Extralls of a LEt t ER from Dr. Lorimer, of Weif- 
Florida^ to Hugh Williamson, M. D, 

Jiead before the Society^ zi ft April, ij6g. 

WH E N I read the plan for enlarging your Society, one 
part of it particularly called to my mind an introduc- 
tion to the conclufion of the modern part of the Univerfal 
Hiftory, wherein the geography of this globe is confidered in a 
new light, witha view tod ifcoveries. In that article it is ob' 
fervcd, that the lines which meafure the greatcft length of the 
old and of the new continents arc nearly equals and that they 
incline to the equator in the fame angle, but in oppofite di- 
reftions. It is. farther remarked, thatcachof them divide their 
refpeftive continents into two trafts of land aimoft of the fame 
fuperficialcontents, and that thefe continents feem fixed by 
nature as a counterpoize to one another. Your ociety take 
notice of the fimilarity between the eaft fide of the old conti- 
nent, and the eaft fide of the new, in vegetable produdtions, 
&c. and vice.v€rfa. Now let me contribute one proof of this 
propofition amongft many others. The odoriferous Skimmi 
of Japan is a native of Weft-Florida. Our agent is a great 
naturalift, and particularly intent on procuring fpecimens of 
this'plant.-l hope in a little time to be able to give you and 
him a pretty fatisfaftory account qf it. We have a variety -of 
fiarubs, with aromatic and odoriferous bar'k. I am really of 
opinion that the common plants have a more exquifite flavour 
in this climate than in other countries. There is a kind of 
farfaparilla, which anfwers the intention, but I gutftion whe- 
t^ier it would fell well at firft. We have fnake-root and many 
other medicinal plants, and I do not doubt but fome articles 
may be difcovered which are yet unknown in the Materia 
Medica. There is a beautiful kind of bean, which fome of 
our failors having eat of, were furprized with a vomiting and 
purging, juft as another crew were by eating poke for fallad. 
There is likewife a plant of the pea kind, faid to be ufed by 
the Indians as an univerfal remedy in veneral cafes. I hope 
foon to be better acquainted with thefe things : Though I am 
forty to fay that 1 am no great botanift, nor have we any man 
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of eminence in that way. Here is certainly a great field to 
employ naturalifts. Minerals, efpecially iron, we have in 
abundance. 1 have a very good natural magnet, found within 
fix miles of this town. There is an excellent chalybeat water 
juft by, itselaftic fpirit has driven the cork, out of the bottle 
which contained it. The country is full of navigable rivers, 
and runs of the fined frefti water. About Mobile and at the 
fwampy mouths of fome rivers', it mull be a little unhealthy, 
but it is far from being fo bad as has been imagined. In 
April 1765, when I was notified as furgeon to the forces here 
at the war office, I unluckily prognofticated the fate ot our 
troops which were then to be fent out. It is now evident 
that it was''mifcondu6t entirely that occafioned the lofs of fo 
many foldiers and fubjefts. I am juft making out a ftate of 
the medical conftitution of this climate ; as an introdudtion to 
which 1 have given afhort general account of the fituation of 
the country and the tempeiature of the air ; for which laft 
purpofe I have taken the height of the thermometer generally 
three times every day for one whole year, and I have noted all 
the extraordinary variations for almoft three other years. No* 
thing elfe could give an idea of a climate, where the thermo- 
meter will rife or fall fometimes 20 degrees in a few hours, and 
at other feafons not 2 in many days, the extremes being at 
leaft from 17 to 98 degrees of Farenheit's fcale. Your Society 
obferve, that on the Haft Coaft of North-America and of Chi- 
na, the North-Weft Winds are cold and piercing, the South 
Wefl warm and dry, tne North-£aft cold and wet, th*' South- 
Eaft wet but warm -, and that the cafe is different on the Weft 
Coaft of Europe and at California. Now on this Coaft, which 
is neither the Eaft nor Weft fide of a continent -, in winter the 
Southerly Winds are warm and moift, the Northerly cold and 
dry : In fummer we have the daily fea breeze from the South, 
and in the night or morning a refrefhing gentle land wind from 
the North. The flcy in this country is remarkably ferene, 
efpecially when the winds are Northerly. A thought juft 
ftrikes me, that, according to the foregoing fimilarities, our 
coaft ftiould refemble that of Perfia from the river Indus to the 
gulph of Ormus, but as there is no Mifllfippi on that coaft, 
we may compare the mouths of that river with thofe of the 
Ganges, and the country about Bengal, to that of New- 
Orleans. 
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Orleans. The Spahifh Main, as we call it, (hall be Arabia, 
and Spirit© banfto, in Eaft-Florida, may reprefent Madrars. 
However, to return to what we know of our own fituation. 
The Gulph of Mexico may be confidered as one great whirl- 
pool. The general courfe of the waters in the Great Oceans, 
as well as the current of the Air within and near the Torrid 
Zone, being from Eaft to Weft; the force ot the Atlantic 
comes upon the Weft-India iflands, and the lengths of thefe 
iQands are in that direction. When the waters get into the 
Great Guiph, they are obftruiTced every where, and as it were 
turned round by the land, the greatcft velocicy of this great 
body of water will be towards tiie Fquatoi-, and it muft get 
out where it meets widi the Icaft refiftance, that is on the fide 
towards the Pole, and there it forms the Itrong current or paf- 
fage, called the Gulph of Florida. The natural courfe there- 
fore of the waters on our cnail, ftiouid be from Weft to Eaft • 
but here theie are frequent currents which are very irregular, 
depending moft probab y on the winds, but feldom on that 
which blows on ihefpot By the general law of the tides, there 
ftiould be flood for one fix hours^, and ebb for the fix follow- 
ing nearly, but here an ebb-tide will continue or eighteen or 
twenty hours, and the flood only tour or fix, & viceverfa. A 
foutherly wind always raifes and keeps up the waters in our 
bays, and the northerly winds almoft empty them, yet it mufl: 
be allowed that thele ebbs and floods are not equable during 
this continuance, tor upon accurate obfervation there is a ten- 
dency to two ebbs and as many floods every twenty four hours, 
though thty are overpowered by the winds or currents. The 
entrance of our bays and rivers are defended as it were by a (hal- 
low or fand bank, which forms a bar farther out towards the 
fea, than is ufual in Europe; the depth on the bars is not at 
all proportional to that within the rivers : All the rile on the 
bars is about a foot, while in the bays it is almoft three. The 
mouths of our rivers are frequently divided into difl^erent chan- 
nels by a kind of fwamp covered with reeds, and all this is 
moft probably occafioned by a kind of confliifl betw^'en thefe 
currents, andthe rifing of our rivers at certain feafons of the 
year. There are no dangerous (hoalson this coaft, unlefs yoa 
fall too far to the Eaftward about Cape-Blaze, or St. George's 
Iflands. The latitude of the Cape being the moft foutherly 
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land in Weft-Florida is about 29". 40'. and from thence to 
the entrance of Sanfta Rofa bay, which is in 30". 30' the land 
gradually declines to the North. Fronn Sanfta Rnza to the 
entrance of Mobile Bay in lat. 30°. 17'. it tails again to the 
Southward ; and from Mobile- Hay to the entrance of the lakes 
it is nearly Eaft and Weft. There isno fuch thing as recom- 
mending any map of this country. Bellin and fuch as have co- 
pied from him, give fome reiemblance of the coa'i, but they 
are all erroneous, and that in very material ariides. If Mr. 
Gaulds's furveys are not foon pubiifhed, he will poffibly fend 
a copy of them for your Society, but he is juft now fo engaged 
that he cannot fet about fuch a work, T hus far I think ic 
n- celTary ar prefent to inform you from his papers ; chat thfe 
bay ot Spirito Sancto is fufficient for firft rate ftiips, but that 
is in EUt-Florida. The hirbour of Penficola will only admit 
fuch as draw 21 feet water, though that is fufficient for 50 or 
60 gun ftiips, and there is a road fted lately difcovered behind 
the Chandeliers, which is much more commodious than that at 
Ship Ifland in its neighbourhood ; it will admit veffels of any 
fize, and is ftielrered from all winds except the North and 
North Weft, in which cafes they can eafily put to lea, and 
make for Penfacola or Spirito Sanfto, if neceli.^ry. The bay 
ofSt. Jofeph is not unlike that publilhed by Jeffereys, it has 
iS feet water good, fine anehorage, and would be a moft ad- 
vantageous fituation for a fifhery, fdltpans, &c. The bay of 
St. Andrew juft adjacent is ai much larger as it is unhke to any 
thing yet pubhfned, it extends from South- Eaft to North- 
Weft, and is a moft commodious harbour for veflels of 13 feet 
draught. The bay of Sanfta Rofa is ftill more extenfive ; it 
lies from South-Weft to North Eaft, but can eafily anfwer for 
the Penfacola pettiaugcrs, which by the long channel within 
the ifland, and the river wh'ch falls into the head of the bay, 
and extends North Eaft almoft to the Lower Creek Nation, 
may trade with the Indians. The lands upon this river at fome 
diftance from the bay are good, but all along this coaft there 
is little elfe than a fandy beach and pine barren. But for a de- 
fcription of the rivers Miifilippi, Pearls, Pafcogoula, the 
Tombecby, and Albama, which fal! into the bav of Mobile, 
•the bay and river of Perdido, iuft contiguous to Penlacola» 
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the Scamby, and fo forth, I refer you entirely to Mr. — -— — , 
who 13 a much better judge than I am of the advantages which 
may be made of their produce, &c. 

I SHALL fend you a defcription of an Univerfal Magnetic 
Needle It gives the variation and dip at the fame time, the 
laft of which I prefume with more accuracy than any yet extant. 
It anfwers in all parts of the world, without the addition or 
alteration of any poife, fuch as our beft compafles now have. 
A coUedion oi American maenetical obfervations is much 
wanted -, with the coufe of the line of no variation in-land, and 
the dip, which I imagine will be found greater than in the 
fame latitudes on the European fide. The farther to the North 
and Weft, that the obfervations could be made the better. 
This was a fubje(5l: which I had defpaired of ever feeing re- 
duced to any kind of regularity, but I am now well fatisfied 
that it may. 1 have great expeftations from the plan of 
your Society, and fhall make it my bufmcfs to prepare fome- 
thing or other, by the time I can expeft to have the favour of 
a {evf lines from you. I moft fmcerely wifh you fuccefs, and 
am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

Humble Servant, 

J. LORIMER. 

Penfacola, Jan. 7, 1769. 



